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Does God go to church on Sundays? 
 
Daft question, of course, because he’s there already. Just as he’s on the 
golf course, up with the sheep, down at the pub, out walking the dogs. 
There’s nowhere God isn’t.  
 
No ‘no-���������	�
���
����������������������������������� ������������
something of his presence out in the natural world than sitting on a pew 
that’s six inches too narrow, and suffering the vagaries of the PA sys-
tem. 
 
You probably know the story of the lady calling upstairs ‘Come on, 
Kevin, get up!  You’ll be late for church!’ ‘Oh no, do I really have to 
go?’ ‘We’ve been through all this before - yes, darling, you do. You’re 
the vicar, after all....’ 
 
So why bother? Why not just go for a walk and be awed by creation? Or 
stay at home and pray quietly by myself? 
 
Twice in 24 hours recently I talked with people whose heart was very 
much to be a follower of Jesus but who, for different reasons, were 
rarely able to go to church on a Sunday - and it concerned them that 
they would be thought hypocritical, or judged for not practising what 
they professed.  
 
It’s true that, in many people’s thinking, being a Christian is tied up 
�����������������������������������������������
��� ����

�������������
maybe not even the most important. For many people there are family 
�����������������������������������
��������������� ����������
���������
changed significantly in the last few decades, and Sunday can no longer 
always be ‘special.’  
 
So what is important here? First, Christians do need to meet regularly 
with other Christians. To be ‘the body of Christ’, we need one another’s 
different gifts and personalities, but time and place can depend on indi-
vidual circumstances. For some it may be a weekday morning over cof-
fee, an evening in someone’s home, a walk or even, at a pinch, online!  
‘Church’ happens whenever, wherever Christians meet. 

Continued on page 8  
 
 

Cont. p8….  



4 

From the Registers:  
 
Baptisms: 
 
Jake Alan Fry and Seth George Oliver Naile were baptised at 
Whimple at the end of June, and Emma Julia Wood was bap-
tised at Talaton at the beginning of July. 
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Continued from p3…. 
 
I’ve always liked the title of our Mission Community: Churches4All, 
with its message that our churches are, indeed, for every member of 
our communities, not just those who can meet on Sundays. Already 
there are several opportunities to come together at different times 
and in other ways, but it’s worth asking how else we might encourage 
one another to explore and grow in our faith, in ways that suit our 
own situation. I wonder what might be most helpful for you? Please 
do tell us! 
 
The second important principle is that everyone needs time off, and 
one day in seven has been proved to be the best ratio! Guess who 
knew that...? Even if Sunday isn’t practical, for whatever reason, and 
‘going to church’ isn’t always possible, for our own and our family’s 
wellbeing we need to find ways of ensuring a time and space to be 
still, to reflect, to find peace and perspective. 
 
As I end my time with Churches4All, I am hugely grateful to Chris, 
������������

������������������������������������� �����������
‘patch’ in Oxfordshire has a very hard act to follow! My prayer for 
us all is that increasingly our Churches will be a blessing 4All,  now 
and eternally...      So may the Lord bless you RICHLY,     
 
Sheila  
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Devon Historic Churches Day  
  

Saturday 9th September is the day on which churches throughout 
Devon - and, indeed, the whole country - welcome visitors and 
raise funds for their Historic Churches Trust. Some special events are 
held, but the main fundraiser is the sponsored cycle ride for which half 
the money goes to the participant's own church and half to the Devon 
Historic Churches Trust. Simply cycle to as many churches as you feel 
able to during the day, either individually or in a small group, having 
obtained sponsorship per mile or per church visited. It is a truly  
inclusive event involving all age groups and abilities. 
  
Whimple has supported this event for many years and in turn the Trust 
has grant-aided work on our church. The same is true of other villages 
in our Mission Community. It would be good if this year we could in-
crease the number taking part, particularly some younger cyclists! Fur-
ther information and sponsor forms are available from Mike Ellingham,  
telephone 822945. 
  
It is also important that visiting cyclists are welcomed to Whimple 
Church. If you can spare an hour during the day to be in the church 
please also contact Mike.  
 
 
For more information about what’s happening on this day in each of 
the four villages in the Mission Community, please contact: 

 Mike Ellingham (Whimple) 
 

 Charlie Hutchings (Talaton) 
 

 Ray Taylor (Clyst St Lawrence) 
 

 Sarah Jones (Clyst Hydon) 
 
 Contact details are on page 2 
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         A BRIEF  LOOK AT RASTAFARIANISM 

 
 
For the eleventh in our series of looking at the world’s faiths, we 
take a look at Rastafarianism: 
 
· Rastafari is a young Africa centred religion which developed in 

Jamaica in the 1930s following the coronation of Haile Selassie 
1 as King of Ethiopia in 1930. 

 
· Rastafarians believe that Haile Selassie is God and that he will 

return to Africa members of the black community who are liv-
ing in exile as the result of colonisation and the slave trade. 

 
· Rastafari theology developed from the ideas of Marcus Garvey, 

a political activist who wanted to improve the status of fellow 
blacks. 

 
· There are around a million world wide adherents of Rastafari as 

a faith with about 5,000 in the UK. 
 
· This is a faith that spread following the music of Bob Marley in 

the 1970s. 
 
· Rastafaris follow strict dietary laws and abstain from alcohol. 
 
· Rastafaris are forbidden to cut their hair. 
 
· To Rastafaris, red represents the blood of those killed in the 

cause of the black community, green represents Jamaica’s vege-
tation and hope for the eradication of suppression, gold symbol-
ises the wealth of Ethiopia and black signifies the colour of the 
Africans who began Rastafarianism. 

 
· The lion is the symbol of Rastafarianism. It represents Haile 

Selassie, the lion of Judah. 
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Why are we all undercover specialists? 

Is it fair to say that most of us are walking around with wounds 
of some sort? I don’t mean scars on the outside, although that 
is sadly the case for some, but inward wounds, the kind that we 
can’t see. 

There may be a proportion of people who have absolutely no 
hurt  or feeling on the inside but it’s almost certain that the 
great majority of us will have some form of inward suffering 
going on. It stands to reason surely. Just look at what happens 
to us in our lives. 

If that is the case, and given that we are generally prepared to 
discuss our physical problems, why is it that we don’t  readily 
talk about our inner feelings and anxieties? Is it that, if we do, 
our innermost self will be exposed and people will know all 
about us? We will be uncovered, open to criticism for our mis-
takes and limitations, made to feel vulnerable.  

So, everyday we hide behind false laughter or an indifferent 
attitude or we show whatever type of face we think will cover 
up our feelings. A kind of a stiff upper lip (which I’m sure the 
British invented). Constantly making small talk and not ad-
dressing the big issues. Don’t talk about politics or religion or 
feelings as it might reveal who you actually are!  

There is a problem with this approach though and that is the 
more you operate ‘undercover’, the less anything in your life 
will seem real. The cover is a lie and it will turn your life into a 
falsehood. You may think that hiding your pain or true 
thoughts is helping you live but instead, it is keeping you back, 
alienating you from true life. 

Perhaps it’s worth remembering that Jesus died on the cross so 
that you could be free from bearing your pain alone. You don’t 
���������	���	
���������
��������	
����
�����
�	��	 ����
�����
�����
Jesus take the pain away and be honest with yourself and eve-
ryone else.   
 
 
 
From: A local resident. 
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WHIMPLE 

Building Works 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The scaffolding at Whimple Church is to facilitate the last of 
the significant repairs identified in the 2014 Quinquennial 
Inspection report. The major item is the replacement of the 
lead gutter in the south roof valley - which had become 
cracked and did not conform to modern building standards - 
with stainless steel. At the same time repairs to some of the 
stonework and the damaged small window in the tower will 
be carried out. 
  
The total cost of the project is £24, 223 plus VAT which we 
hope will be recoverable. We are fortunate to be able to cover 
this cost from our Fabric Fund , although this potentially 
leaves us exposed should the next Inspection, due next year, 
identify a requirement for major work to be carried out.  
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CLYST HYDON 
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5th Julia Hutchings 
12th Pam Weston 
19th Frances Samson 
26th Greta Scott 

TALATON 
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TALATON 
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CLYST ST LAWRENCE 
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CLYST ST LAWRENCE 

Cream Teas in the Garden 
Thank you to everyone who supported the cream tea afternoon.  It was a 

very enjoyable and relaxing afternoon held in a lovely garden with exten-

sive views of the countryside.  Thank you to Ray, Brenda and family for 

inviting us to their garden and for all the work they did to make it such a 

successful event.  A profit of £225 was made for church funds. 
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READINGS AND ROTAS FOR  AUGUST 2017 
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Please note that there will be two joint services 
for Clyst St Lawrence and Clyst Hydon during 
August. 
 
On August 13th the joint service will be at 
6.30pm at Clyst St Lawrence and on August 
27th the joint service will be at 9.30am at Clyst 
Hydon. 
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