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From the Registers:  
 
The following people were commended into the hands of 
Almighty God in June: 
 
Mary Palfrey (Talaton) 
Ian Woodley (Talaton) 
Peggy Davis (Whimple) 
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The Link Subscriptions 
 
Readers in Whimple are reminded that their annual subscription 
(of a minimum of £4) is due at the beginning of July. It would 
be helpful if you could please pay your distributor when the 
July issue is delivered. 
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The weary ones had rest, 
 
The sad had joy that day,  
 
And wondered how, 
 
A ploughman had prayed,  
 
‘Lord, help them now,’ 
 
Away in foreign lands they wondered how, 
 
Their simple words had power, 
 
At home, the Christians had met, 
 
To pray an hour, 
 
Yes we are always wondering how, 
 
Because we do not see, 
 
Someone, unknown perhaps and far away, 
 
On bended knee. 
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Interview with Marc Kerslake, soon to be our new Curate!! 
This month, Rev Chris interviews Marc Kerslake, who is to become a 

lay worker here for the summer before being ordained as our new full-
time Curate in the Mission Community churches on Sept 10th at the 
Cathedral. There will be opportunities to meet Marc across the sum-

mer and a special service of welcome on Tuesday 12th Sept at 7.30pm 
at Whimple Church. Please remember to pray for Marc and his family. 

Tell us something about yourself 
 
“I was born in Exeter and when I was around 
seven my family moved out to Crannaford 
(between Broadclyst and Rockbeare). I grew up 
with chickens, an old tractor, a donkey, cats and 
acres of the local farmers’ fields and stream to 
roam around in. 
 
When I left college I went to work for the family 
feed  business, supplementing my income with 
working as a doorman in pubs and clubs in Exe-
ter. It was through my time ‘on the doors’ I met my Angie, my wife of 25 
years, and she encouraged me to follow my dream of becoming a police 
officer.  I left the force in 2002 and became a landscape gardener. We 
have four amazing boys Jack, Sam, Max and Dan who are the light of our 
lives.” 
 
How did you find faith in Christ?   
 
“While I was a beat officer in Surrey I helped train another officer (Robin) 
�������������	�
	�������	
������	�	
��
��
��	����� ���
	��
���
������	
��
me about his faith and we became great friends. Many years later, after 
we had lost touch, he contacted me out of the blue when I was going 
through a tough time. He came to visit, stayed for a weekend with his fami-
ly and we talked through a growing feeling I had been experiencing of 
God’s presence in my life. We prayed together and overnight everything in 
my life seemed to change.” 
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What difference does being a Christian make to your life? ? 
 
“ I often recall how waking the morning after Robin and I prayed together 
the whole world looked different, like being able to see the roots of a tree 
running under the soil beneath my feet when I look down from the branches. 
I can see the patterns and weave of life even when I often don’t understand 
them fully and am more open to the wonder of the world. Things are some-
times still tough, in fact I think perhaps sometimes life has been tougher 
since I came to faith: hard choices to be made and a difficult path to walk, 
but one full of wonder and beauty made more glorious understanding what I 
am part of. 
 
Who talked you into getting ordained?  
  
“Angie and I were part of a free church in Exeter and didn’t want to leave, 
but I had a growing sense of being called into ministry in the Church of Eng-
land. This was not a move I relished! Hoping some of my other Christian 
friends would confirm this was a daft idea I asked around in both the church 
and friends in ministry in the C of E and even non-Christian friends and fam-
ily. Unfortunately for me at the time everyone I spoke with validated the 
sense of calling and many reminded me this was now a matter of obedience 

���������������������������
����
������������� ��
����������	����	
�������
group effort’.” 
 
What are your hopes (and fears) as you start your curacy here? 
 
“This is a big question as I have plenty of both of these. Angie, the boys and 
I have been overwhelmed by the love and support of the mission community 
��������������	���������	����������
������	������ ����
�
��������
������
�
want to get started doing the job I have spent what seems like a long time 
training for. We are praying that the diocese will find a house for us so we 
can really be in the community. Angie and I hope our boys will be able to 
cope with becoming ‘the vicar’s kids’. More broadly, I am always conscious 
of the enormous responsibility of the role of a minister and hope I can be an 
asset to the mission community and ultimately to the building of God’s  king-
dom here.” 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
 
Once again over 180 donors in Whimple 
generously responded to our house to house 
collection and raised (including tax on gift 
aided donations) the grand total of £1622. 
Although the number of donors was lower, 
the average donation was higher, so the total was only £50 
less than last year’s record. 
 
Grateful thanks are due to both collectors and donors who 
responded to the dire humanitarian needs in East Africa and 
elsewhere. 
 
Thank you  
Peter Wood and Aubrey Curry 

Nan Sturdy 
 
 
The bells of Whimple Church were rung on Sunday 18th 
June to celebrate the 90th birthday of Nan Sturdy. Nan was 
taught to ring at Chudleigh at the age of 18 and has since rung 
for most of her life wherever she has lived. When Nan moved 
to Whimple 20 years ago she lost no time in joining the St. 
Mary's ringers with whom she rang regularly until very recent-
ly. We were delighted that on this special occasion she came 
out of retirement to again ring with us together with her daugh-
ter Sue.  An informal tea party in the church followed the ring-
ing.  

WHIMPLE 
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         A BRIEF  LOOK AT ZOROASTRIANISM 

 
For the tenth in our series of looking at the world’s faiths, we take a 
look at Zoroastrianism: 
 
· This is one of the world’s oldest religions and was founded by 

the prophet Zoroaster in ancient Iran 3500 years ago. 
 
· It is now one of the world’s smallest religions with about 190000 

followers. 
 
· Followers believe there is one God called Ahura Mazda (Wise 

Lord) and he created the world. 
 
· They are not fire worshippers as many westerners wrongly be-

lieve. They believe that the elements are pure and that fire repre-
sents God’s light and wisdom. 

 
· Ahura Mazda revealed the truth through the prophet Zoroaster. 
 
· Their book of Holy Scriptures is called the Avesta. 
 
· Dualism in Zoroastrianism is the existence of, yet complete sep-

aration of, good and evil. 
 
· Zoroastrian beliefs can best be summed up by the maxim ‘good 

thoughts, good words, good deeds. ‘(not unlike many other reli-
gions really). 

 
· Zoroastrianism is a home and community oriented religion. 
 
· They believe that everything that God created is pure and should 

be treated with love and respect, including the natural environ-
ment. Hence, some refer to this faith as the first ecological reli-
gion. 

 
 
This series has covered ten faiths now and we hope that it has been 
interesting. More obscure faiths might be looked at in future issues. 
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WHIMPLE 

Whimple Village Day 8th July 
 
Please note that Morning Coffee 
will not be in the Church on  
Saturday 8th July.  
 
Please join us on the Parish Field 
for  Coffee and Cake and lots of 
other fun activities 
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WHIMPLE CHURCH ABSEIL 
 
A very big thank you to all who supported the Abseil event on 
17th June and to Bruce and Alice Truscott, Phil Dominy and Ian 
Spicer for organising it. 
 
The weather was brilliant and lots of people overcame their fear 
of heights to abseil down the tower. Also lots of very brave ted-
dies took part in the Zipwire challenge. 
 
A full report with pictures will appear next month 
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TALATON 
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#���
���$���"��
$�	�����+�
���

�
1st  Frances Samson 
8th  Pam Weston 
15th Lady Anne Boles 
22nd Rita Wright 
29th  Sue Harwood 

TALATON 
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TALATON 
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TALATON 
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CLYST HYDON 
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CLYST HYDON 
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CLYST ST LAWRENCE CHURCH FETE 

in WALKEY’S FIELD 

(by kind permission of John & Liz Bland) 

Saturday 5th August 2017 

at 2.30 pm 

 

White Elephant   

  Teas   

     Tombola 

Side Shows  

Cakes           Games          

  Grand Draw         

 
 

Dates for your diary: 

Harvest Festival   
 
7.00pm Saturday 7th October 
 

Carol Concert 

6.30pm  Sunday 3rd December  

CLYST ST LAWRENCE 
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CLYST ST LAWRENCE 

Skittles Evenings 
 
This year the skittles evenings were 
very successful.       Thank you to all 
who helped  and attended this event.  
A profit of £489.70 was made for 
church funds. 
 
The skittle prize winners were: 
The winner of the shield for the high-
est score by a village resident was John Griffiths (15) 
Highest Mens score   Andrew Taylor (15)     
Highest Ladies score  Alison Griffiths (14)   
Highest Child’s score  James Rowe (9) 
 

CREAM TEAS IN THE GARDEN 

At Mount Pleasant Farm 

(Wet weather option available) 

On Saturday 8th July 2017 

From 3 to 5 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Proceeds in aid of Church Funds 
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